
CRITICAL THEORY GLOSSARY 
 
 

Aseity. From the Latin “a,” meaning from and “se,” meaning self, thus “from oneself,” 
the property by which a being exists in, of, and from itself; a godless self-autonomy. 
Antifa: Short for “anti-fascist,” it is a political protest movement comprising 
autonomous groups affiliated by their militant opposition to fascism and other forms of 
extreme right-wing ideology. 
Binary. The view of gender whereby people are categorized exclusively as either male 
or female, commonly basing gender identity upon one’s biological sex at birth; but the 
word may be used by the LGBTQAI+2 community to express the notion that one does 
not identify as either male or female. 
Cisgender. An adjective denoting or relating to a person whose sense of personal 
identity and gender corresponds with their birth sex. 
Critical Race Theory. The view that race, instead of being biologically grounded and 
natural, is socially constructed and that race, as a socially constructed concept, functions 
as a means to maintain the interests of the white population that constructed it. 
According to CRT, racial inequality emerges from the social, economic, and legal 
differences that white people create between “races” to maintain elite white interest in 
labor markets and politics, and as such create the circumstances that give rise to poverty 
and criminality in many minority communities. Critical race theory also has its roots in 
Marxism. 
Critical Theory. Any approach to social philosophy with a focus on identifying and 
challenging supposed power structures exercising a perceived dominance. Its 
provenance is found in sociology and literary criticism in general and in German 
philosophy (the Frankfurt School) and Marxism in particular. Its end results typically 
lay blame on social structures and cultural assumptions as the perpetrators rather than 
individuals, whom it aims to liberate from enslavement in its many forms, in order to 
create a world which satisfies the needs and powers of humans. 
Dystopia. An imaginary place or state in which the condition of life is extremely bad, as 
from deprivation, oppression, or terror. 
Egalitarianism. Egalitarianism, or equalitarianism, is a school of thought within 
political philosophy that prioritizes equality for all people. Egalitarian doctrines are 
generally characterized by the idea that all humans are equal in fundamental worth or 
moral status. The opposite of egalitarianism is Complementarianism, as in the biblical 
view that in the marriage covenant relationship, the wife complements (or completes) 
her husband. 
Genderism. The belief that gender is a binary, comprising male and female, and that 
the aspects of a person's gender are inherently linked to their sex at birth. 
Hegemony. From a cultural perspective, hegemony is an idea that, by domination or 
rule, allows those in power to strongly influence the values, norms, ideas, expectations, 
worldview, and behavior of the rest of society through ideological or cultural means 
(establishing society’s consent in effect), which then results in the normalization of 
conduct not acceptable by biblical standards (or previously by society’s standards), such 
as homosexuality, bisexuality, or transgenderism, and can even be extended to the 
legalization of addictive substances, such as alcohol or marijuana, for example. 



Heterosexism. A term analogous to sexism and racism, describing an ideological 
system that denies, denigrates, and stigmatizes any non-heterosexual form of behavior, 
identity, relationship, or community. Using the term heterosexism highlights the 
parallels between antigay sentiment and other forms of prejudice, such as racism, 
antisemitism, and sexism. 
Homophobia. Dislike of or prejudice against homosexual people. 
Identity Politics. Identity politics is a political approach and analysis based on people 
prioritizing the concerns most relevant to their particular racial, religious, ethnic, 
sexual, social, cultural, or other, identity. 
Intersectionality. The complex, cumulative (snowballing) way in which the effects of 
multiple forms of discrimination (such as racism, sexism, sexual orientation, and 
classism) combine, overlap, or intersect, especially in the experiences of marginalized 
(of a person, group, or concept) individuals treated as insignificant or peripheral 
(unimportant or nonessential). 
Intersex. A general term used for a variety of conditions in which a person is born with 
a reproductive or sexual anatomy that doesn’t seem to fit the typical definitions of 
female or male. 
LGBTQIA2+: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning/Queer, Intersex, 
Asexual, Two Spirit, plus more to come. 
Liberation Theology/Criticism. It begins with the hermeneutical (the theory and 
methodology of interpretation of biblical texts) insight that biblical interpretation is 
always affected by the experience and social location of the reader. The theology of 
Liberation Criticism is a synthesis, or mixture, of Christian theology and socio-economic 
analyses, based in far-left politics, particularly Marxism, that emphasizes “social 
concern for the poor and political liberation for oppressed peoples.” Succinctly, it can be 
defined as different ways of interpreting the Bible from the perspective of looking 
through a set of lenses for groups who are perceived as having been marginalized 
(treated as insignificant or unimportant or nonessential) or oppressed. 
Me Too. The Me Too movement, with a large variety of local and international related 
names (and especially calls to mind the recent confirmation hearings of Supreme Court 
Justice Brett Kavanaugh), is a movement against sexual harassment and sexual assault 
(for example, one woman, who may or may not have an axe to grind, might say, “So-
and-so sexually assaulted me,” and then another woman, who also may or may not have 
an axe to grind, might shortly thereafter say, “me too” (implying “So-and-so” sexually 
assaulted her as well). 
Non-Binary. Someone whose gender identity cannot be described as exclusively male 
or female and may be used as an umbrella term encompassing many gender identities. 
Pronoun Hospitality. The idea that if a transgender, biologically male person wants 
to be addressed, or affirmed, or identified as a female (if “he” wants to be called a “she”), 
or if a transgender, biologically female person wants to be addressed, or affirmed, or 
identified as a male (if “she” wants to be called a “he”), then he or she should be granted 
their wish. 
Reparation. Monetary payback for past social and/or racial injustices. 
Sexism. Prejudice, stereotyping or discrimination on the basis of sex, particularly 
against women. 



Social Justice. Social justice is a concept of fair and just relations between the 
individual and society, as measured by the distribution of wealth, opportunities for 
personal activity, and social privileges. 
Social Justice Warrior. SJW. Anyone who champions the modern social justice 
ideologies, especially through various media. 
Transgender. One having a gender identity or gender expression that differs from the 
sex that they were assigned at birth. Some transgender people who desire medical 
assistance to transition from one sex to another identify as transsexual. 
White Fragility. The disbelieving defensiveness that white people exhibit when their 
ideas about race and racism are challenged - and particularly when they feel implicated 
in white supremacy. 
White Guilt. The willingness to do almost anything to avoid being called a racist. 
Woke. As a political term of African-American origin, Woke refers to a perceived 
awareness of issues concerning social justice and racial justice. It is derived from the 
African-American Vernacular English expression “stay woke,” whose grammatical 
aspect refers to a continuing awareness of these issues (being alert to social injustice). 


